October 2009

I greet you this fall day on behalf of the Miss Gay Ohio America family:  The other half of team Ohio at Miss Gay America- Brionna Brooks.  My wonderful promoters Tiffanie and Aron, the board of directors and staff who labor tirelessly to keep this machine running smoothly, and most importantly, I greet you on behalf of the young men across the buckeye state whose heart and loyalty are rooted deep within the America system.  

I deviated from the normal schedule and decided to recharge…September brought a welcome break from the artform; it was nice getting the new home together, digging my heels into some work projects, and spending time burning calories in the gym.  

I welcome the seasonal change October will bring; complete with no less than 6 scheduled benefits- 2 of them graciously through my hard working promoters.  Thanks Tiffanie and Aron! 

Keeping busy; taking my mind off of things is what keeps me sane; China Collins asked me one day- how do you juggle it all?  Work, bowling on Tuesdays, hanging with my Delta Lambda Phi fraternity brothers, volunteering for a couple of organizations, and drag, and home…it’s like it never stops…speaking of life…
Life can appear like a mediocre euchre hand; but just as the game, we take the cards we are dealt and play them the best we can, not fully understanding what our partner has; our trust in them coupled with a little luck usually lands you one point closer to victory…

This was true for many competing this season for Miss Ohio.  For one contestant, that meant revamping his gown and talent presentations.  For another contestant, that meant finding a way to assert himself and his beauty on a budget.  There was a contestant whose intended gown shredded at the zipper and went with Plan B.  Even still, there was a contestant who very early in the season assessed himself and decided to take the year off, only to retool, refocus, and amaze the crowd with two dynamic talents…
Taking their hands, they played them out- improvising, calling an opponent’s bluff, and never showing any signs of weakness.  All of these contestants punching their spot in the top ten (and most of whom I speak were indeed in the 5).  

Preparing for Miss Gay America through the years has been no different.  You set out on course, everything going according to plan, and then the cards are shuffled a little differently- the road suddenly meanders off course- it’s like going downhill…
And like the aforementioned contestants, I too, have learned to play my hand, with as much or little I am given- because in the end, it is better to take time out and appreciate the beauty in the day; being thankful for all that we have.  

Such a positive outlooks keeps one poised, professional, and fresh- especially when stepping in the pageant arena.   

So I sit back and ponder life’s valuable lessons, not only from my journey, but others as well.  Feeding off of one another’s energy motivates and encourages us all to learn how to play a better game of Euchre, no matter how good or bad the hand is.  
On behalf of a sisterhood and family whose strength is drawn from its heritage, tradition, and professionalism, stay blessed and stay warm…
Sincerely, Symphony
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