May 3, 2010

I begin this newsletter with an apology for its tardiness. April is Minority Health Month, and is the busiest month of my day job. The last two weeks has been a whirlwind of events that included putting together a conference, speaking engagements, interviews for local newspapers, and evaluating events that were funded by our state organization. 

Please pick up a copy of Outlook Media magazine to find an article interview that talked about my life as the Minority Health Program Coordinator at the Toledo-Lucas County Health Department.  

Since the last newsletter, there are now seven more qualified contestants who join Cassandra Terrace and Foxxy Lane in their quest to become Ohio’s next Symbol of Excellence.

On Saturday April 17th; two contestants heeded the call and entered Miss Capital City America (Hellin Bedd, MGOA 2008, promoter). Rhoda Horse had an amazing evening and we wish her well on her future endeavors. I hope to see you on stage in July. Congratulations to the winner Alli Katt; a new addition to Ohio America pageantry and first alternate Honey Below, a veteran competitor to the system, finishing several times in the top 10 and twice in the top 5. 

Without little rest (Aron is the most hospitable host) we whisked away to Masque Nightclub in Dayton on Sunday, April 18th for Miss Gay Miami Valley (Rusty Andrews and Danny Frost, promoters). Once again, two contestants rose to the occasion and in the end it was Elegance Black-Lourdes that emerged victorious and Delta Blake was first alternate. Both ladies have competed at Miss Gay Ohio America in the past. 

A week later, Mad Hope Productions and Cherokee Smith produced Miss Gay Metropolitan America. This was my homecoming preliminary; to be crowned Miss Gay Ohio as the reigning Miss Metropolitan America for the 2nd consecutive year was a feat within itself. Thanks to my drag mother Vee Love who served as my personal hair dresser and assistant the entire evening. Three contestants showed up to registration.  After the scores were tallied, Brionna Brooks was named Miss Gay Metropolitan America; this is Brionna’s 2nd trip to Miss Ohio- she was last year’s first alternate.  Amy Jackson finished first alternate; Amy is hearing-impaired competitors whose spirit embodies the humility and grace that is synonymous in our pursuit of excellence in the art form of female impersonation.  

The following week, on May 2, Larry Jackson produced the Miss Gay Akron America pageant. The reigning Natasha Styles was unable to be in attendance because of a life changing event; we wish her and her life partner well as they begin their new life in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida. There was one contestant who showed up. Rachel Torrez Kolbe is the new Miss Gay Akron and on her way to compete at Miss Gay Ohio America for a 2nd time. 

I have two more installments left before passing the crown and duties of Miss Gay Ohio America to one of my sisters. I will try to devote this time to give you some insight into your final preparations. 

Gentlemen, as you craft your packages, please make sure you read, break down, and understand the category descriptions. You can never be too detailed because in the end, Miss Gay Ohio America 2010 will be won by the person who is not only the most consistent, but the person who, in the judge’s opinion, has showed himself ready for the job by paying attention to detail with the package that he presents.  For example, it will not be enough to have an interview suit that wows the panel if your answer content is lacking. Similarly, if you are dancing the house down in solo talent and scoring high marks in entertainment value, your score can be weakened by poor costume selection that can include ill-fitting garments, garments that do not appear “pageant quality”, and the like. Still, a stunning evening gown complete with great hair, makeup, and modeling, can be hindered by improper length. Gown length, thus far, has been the Achilles heel of most competitors with the exception of two. When you answer your question- read the question, and crafts your answer in your head. While it is still fresh, thank the person who read the question to you and then answer your question. Half of the contestants listened and those were the contestants who thus far has captured the on stage interview award at each preliminary.  Finally, talent is the highest scoring category. A great scoring talent is one in which the contestant not only read the description, but also understands how the scoring is broken down (for talent and all other categories).  

During preliminary competition, each contestant begins the same journey and can earn a total of 3500 points from the judges’ panel. Adding on-stage interview on final night, the top 10 contestants can earn up to 3750 points.

The path you travel as a sister on the road to become Ohio America’s next Goddess is in your hands. We give you the tools, the advice, the answers to the questions, and the support. We have opened the door. It is up to you to gracefully walk through this door with humility, tenacity, and the smarts that will by the end of the weekend separate you from the rest of your contemporaries.

On behalf of T & A Entertainment, be blessed in your preparations, and I wish you all nothing but the best as you travel your own road to Columbus, Ohio in July. Remember- 

“There are many paths to the top of the mountain, but the view is always the same…”

Yours in the bond of sisterhood, 

Sincerely, Symphony

