Thursday, March 1, 2010

Preliminary season is officially underway. On Saturday, February 20, I performed in Columbus at the Southbend Tavern with former Miss Gay Ohio America Titleholders, Lady Sonja Ross and Darah Landon. Assisting us between numbers was former Miss City Lights America Nea Jordan. After a two month vacation, Symphony is definitely glad to be back on stage. 

Sunday, February 21, our first preliminary took place. We welcome two new sisters to America pageantry; The newly crowned Miss Gay Heart of Ohio America Cassandra Terrace (Male Interview, On Stage Interview, Solo Talent, Talent) and first alternate Foxxie Lane (Evening Gown); both young men are on their way to Miss Gay Ohio America slated to take place on July 15-17 at Axis Nightclub. Rusty Andrews and Danny Frost did a wonderful job running Miss Gay Heart of Ohio America. Thanks to the judges: Darah Landon, Deserae DuVoe, Chris Cozad, Neal Raffensberger and Nicholas Niland.  

While the pageant was a smooth running wheel (Michael was wonderful back stage!), I hope to use the preliminaries as an opportunity to learn. 

Contestants, remember pageants are always about time management.  Preliminary competition is usually much tougher because everything takes place throughout one day. In general, there will be about 20 minutes between categories to change and be ready to go back on stage. Please plan your packages accordingly. This means managing who will be assisting you in the event you have to trade your badge off (for example, a hairdresser for evening gown, etc.) and paying attention to detail to your costuming, touching up your makeup- basically just managing the time you have off stage so that you look your best on stage. I remember when competing for Miss Gay Heart of Ohio America two years ago, there was only three numbers between categories. My dresser and I planned everything down to the smallest detail so I wouldn’t run behind or lose administrative points.  

There is only one dresser allowed per contestant; and there is no exception to this rule. If you are in need of assistance, ask for backstage help, myself, the promoters, or any other backstage designee. Otherwise, switch your badge off like tag team wrestling so you don’t lose points.  
The final week of the month landed me in the Gateway to the West- St. Louis, MO, with promoter Aron Aranda and immediate past Miss Gay Ohio America, Hellin Bedd, to witness the coronation of our new Miss Gay America, Coco Montrese. The ceremony was touching, and the show was amazing. It was great to see my America sisters- the dawning of a new day for sure. My fraternity brother gave me a place to rest my head so I didn’t have to get a hotel…thanks much Christopher! 

Next weekend, my campaign for Miss Gay America 2011 begins.  Please wish me well as I represent Ohio in competing at Miss Gay Mid-America next Friday in Memphis. I am taking a team of three people with me who have been there since day one. I hope by the time the smoke clears, I will be on my way back to the national competition…

Love, health, and happiness,

Sincerely, Symphony
Symphony Alexander-Love

Miss Gay Ohio America 2009

Top 10 Finalist, Miss Gay America 2010
