June 2009
Pride:  Self, Others, Community, Society

Catching a break is not my style; May has been just as busy on the day job as April was.  To begin, I was the feature article in Outlook Columbus, highlighting my work in health disparities among minority populations. It is my passion, and gives me reason to smile each day before closing my eyes to rest; to have positively impacted the community and empowering them to take control of their health…it’s priceless. 

I am humbled to be back on my way to Miss Gay America, representing T&A Entertainment as the newly crowned Miss Gay Mid-Atlantic America. I’d like to thank my team including Amelia Black, Jarrod Henderson, and Cedret Whitfield. You are my anchors and kept me true to the course. Sue Nami, congrats on securing your ticket back to the big dance, you are amazing talented. Hellin, we haven’t shared in competition since MGA two years ago; I am glad to see you back in the thick of things. Moltyn- the new girl on the block; such grace, talent, and smarts; I look forward to seeing you at the big dance- I know you will be there. Kristina, thanks for the words of encouragement and congratulations on a fabulous reign: placing in the top 5 at MGA and continuing to grace us with your make-up artistry and talents. 
I spent May 18-21 in Indianapolis and arrived home on Friday with enough time to catch a disco nap and then prepare for my show at Club Aquarius on Saturday May 22 and then Sashay Lorez’s Miss Gay Dayton America preliminary on Sunday May 23… Miss Gay Dayton had four lovely contestants. Congratulations to the new-kid on the block, Aaliyah Milian for capturing the title, taking all categories. Congrats are also in order to past top 10 and 5 finisher Mercedes Marie Anderson-Taylor for nabbing the alternate spot. This is shaping up to be a wonderful contest in July, with a blend of veterans and new competitors each bringing their best. I look forward to seeing what you all bring to Miss Gay Ohio as you continue your evolution. 

June is Gay Pride Month

Gay Pride means many things to many people; and rightfully so; as the spectrum of ideas is as diverse and inclusive as our community. On one end of the spectrum are the more conservative, reserved and on the other end are the fully engaged and expressive. What’s important to remember is the fabric that unites us as a gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, and questioning community is not the manner in which we celebrate; rather, it is the nature of our sexual orientation. Whom and how we love, behind closed doors (and for some otherwise *giggle*) has been criticized for the ages. Today, more than ever, the world is becoming increasingly accepting of not only who we are, but what we as individuals, facets, and a larger community have become. 
To have pride in oneself means to respect one another for what we bring to the table, irrespective of agreement. To have pride in oneself means to respect other facets of our community, be it the leather, female impersonation, transgender, lesbian, twink, muscle-men, bear, gay and gray, and many other facets of our family. Together, we are the GLBTQ community, part of a larger society, trying to find our place in the world. 

I will be present at a few Pride festivals, proudly representing America pageantry. I look forward to a fun-filled month as we complete the remaining preliminaries and we begin selecting Ohio’s next “Symbol of Excellence”.

The media portrays only the most sensational things in society; female impersonation can be part of this…As entertainers, how will you positively portray the art form so that it is respected and appreciated by the greater society we are part of? 

While paraphrased, I will never forget these words, because my response to the aforementioned statement solidified my place in America history through representation in pride of the Buckeye State this past year in the top 10 at Miss Gay America. 

I leave you with to ponder on the same thought, inserting what part of the GLBTQ community you represent; there is room for us all; and the positive example that we set not only in June, but for a lifetime, serves as a beacon for the society to cherish, honor, and respect.

Until next time, 

Sincerely, Symphony 

