July 22, 2009

How humbling it is to gracefully walk in the footsteps of 25 men (some who are now women) who have served America pageantry as Ohio’s “symbol of excellence”.  Our journeys culminate in being given the judges nod of approval that begins a lifelong duration of service and devotion to promoting the artform of female impersonation through a system we love and adore. 

Such a journey began more than 8 years ago with entering Miss Gay Columbus America and has included 5 local titles, 2 regional titles, 1 regional representation, 6 trips to Miss Ohio America (placing in the top 5 ever since my 2nd attempt), 6 trips to Miss Gay America, and countless relationships and friendships that will last far longer than my career as a female impersonator.  

This journey tested my inner-strength and determination, dealing with the deaths of my birth mother (heart failure from a cocaine addiction), adopted mother (heart disease), and step-father (homicide); being diagnosed with cancer that required two surgeries; living with HIV and becoming so sick I had to finally start meds…
Our lives are not determined by the high points and when things are going our way; rather, they are determined by how we are able to stare adversity in the face and rise above any obstacles life throw at us; to do so make us stronger, more mature, and able to face the impossible.  

Last year, after placing 2nd alternate, and not knowing what direction to turn; I humbled myself, calling Tiffanie and having a heart to heart.  The positive energy that surfaced from this discussion was strong enough to ignite within me a drive that has brought me before you at this point in time.  I did not know at the time I would be given the opportunity to become 1st alternate and represent Ohio at the national contest.  I did so willingly, without question, unselfishly, and most important- out of love. 
Love for the artform, and appreciation of a system that is the driving force behind the maturation and adoration of Duane Herron’s alter ego- Symphony Alexander-Love.

This title is not mine alone, but is shared with my partner of ten years, Richard; and the team of people who helped me: Amalia Black, my dancers, my good Judy Natasha Styles, Sapphire Mylan, and the countless others who gave me advice steering me in the right direction.  

I look forward to working with, through, and for all of you over the next year. 

Sincerely, Symphony
