February 4, 2010
I sit at my desk, enjoying the last breeze; the calm before the gathering storm of preliminary season.  Over the next five months, life will be busy for all of us; for we all have a role to play in the success of our pageant, our sisterhood, our tradition. 

T & A is happy to welcome 10 preliminaries this season; Akron, Capital City, Cincinnati, City Lights, Cleveland, Columbus, Dayton, Heart of Ohio, Metropolitan, and Toledo. 

Promoting a pageant requires a blend of prowess, business sense, tact, and most of all, love for perpetuating the artform through the likeness of your representatives. 

Promoters, your preliminary will be as strong as the time and preparation you invest into your contest.  When all else fails, remember that quality will outshine quantity.  

Over the course of the season, some of you will be nominated for Preliminary and/or Promoter of the Year.  This letter will serve as a guide to what it is I am looking for over the course of the year.  No need to worry, my formula is simple: 
· Has the promoter communicated with his reigning titleholder and to set a contest date that is agreeable to all parties? 

· Does the promoter make “himself/herself” (not liaisons, etc.) easily accessible to potential contestants? 

· How well does the promoter plan and run their preliminary from start to finish?  This includes properly outlining a realistic budget, registration, the categories, entertainment, and those who host the contest. 

· Does the promoter honor their prize package?  Is the prize package competitive? Does he/she outline the benefits a contestant has with entering their preliminary? 

· When serving the preliminary as Miss Gay Ohio, is the process smooth or difficult? 

I am looking for a promoter who understands the guidelines as well as I (I have read the MGA Bible cover to cover- at least a dozen times).  I am looking for a promoter who values their representatives and carefully outlines and budget for their contest.  I am looking for a promoter whose preliminary will be remembered for how well it was ran and not the “who’s who” in their lineup.  Most of all, I am looking for a promoter and preliminary that synergizes the efforts of the office of T and A through my work as Miss Ohio and their willingness to contribute to the heartbeat of our contest by doing the best they can with the resources they have to put on the best show possible. 

On behalf of the leadership and direction of T & A Entertainment, I extend my heart and hand to all promoters.  Please contact me with any questions or concerns.  We value the work that you do and the direction you continue providing to the scores of young men who embrace the spirit of “Excellence doesn’t just happen; it’s a decision that you make every day!”

Sincerely, Symphony

Symphony Alexander-Love

Miss Gay Ohio America 2009

Top 10 Finalist, Miss Gay America 2010
