Sunday August 23, 2009.

There is no rest for the wicked! Since the last letter was released, life has been administratively busy!  Four preliminary dates have been set; we’ve responded to our first letter of concern regarding the Miss Gay Ohio America 2009 pageant; we’ve spoken at length with the national office about a contestant interested in America pageantry; I have appeared as Miss Gay Ohio America at both the Central and Northwest Ohio AIDS Walk events; and a theme has been chosen for next year’s competition (The Evolution of the Goddess; Miss Gay Ohio America Goes Greek!) in an effort to allow contestants time to prepare accordingly. 

On the home front, my personal job has sprouted legs like a spider and has me pulled in many direction, keeping me on my toes, and no sooner than I had won Miss Gay Ohio, I was at home the very next day completing some packing because we moved into our new home on July 22.  Life has truly been busy.  

Speaking of busy; I endured one of the toughest weekends yet:  8/21- 8/23

Friday, team Ohio America 2009, Brionna Brooks and myself were welcomed with open at the Tiffanie and Co. Show at Somewhere Else.  Yes, I did walk into the pole at the end of the night, but I took it in good stride…thank heavens I wasn’t being judged!   Bitsy Spider put me up in her home; we spent Saturday together and grazed at Michael’s Goodyboys…Saturday evening I joined a wonderful cast of entertainers for a private birthday party in Ravenna, OH; Sunday I woke up, drove to Lexington, KY, to see Patrick Howell, clothier to the stars, to work on the rest of my Miss Gay America on-stage wardrobe.  After logging almost 900 miles on my car this weekend representing T & A Entertainment and the Board, Sisterhood, and Family that is Miss Gay Ohio America, I feel more energized than before…

By now, each contestant should have received their score sheets.  I recommend you write down the overall consensus of the judges with respect to each category and ponder carefully what was said about your presentations.  year, I kept my score sheets and the master that showed where I placed in each category- it helped me focus on taking weaknesses in my package and turning them into strengths.  
Our role in America pageantry is to compete better each time we enter the America arena.  For example, your goal at your preliminary next season is to raise the level of your own competition so that you score better than at Miss Ohio; then at Miss Ohio 2010, you keep the same goal.  

Secondly, pageantry should be a natural extension of our entertainment; after all, we are entertainers first.  When in doubt, continue performing in shows, and use the show to work on new makeup techniques, try out new talent ideas, get some practice being comfortable in gown by performing a ballad; and speak on the microphone to the audience even if it is just a quick hello; when the time comes to rise to the occasion and take our pageantry to the next level, we will draw strength and experience from the number of shows, performances, MCing, and the like that has molded us into not only formidable entertainers, but fierce pageant competitors.  
Many years ago, I used to enter pageants to get better.  Today, I perform on stage, and each opportunity allows a chance to grow, as we are the culmination of all of our experiences.  Makes the pageant seem like another show…
More on the opening next month…

Sincerely, Symphony 

