October, 2010



Even after two months of being named MGOA I still wake up having to remind myself of the wonderful experience and opportunities that are afforded me.  In this short amount of time I’ve gotten to meet some awesome performers, magnificent people, and visit a couple of places that I would’ve never gotten to visit.

In August I had the wonderful chance to partake in the Miss Mid-East Regional pageant that was held at The Scorpio in the “Gem City” of Charlotte NC.  On my arrival to the city with Hellin Bedd and Aron Aranda I was struck by the architectural beauty of the city.  Its unique skyscrapers and colorful sights were breathtaking. One of the first things that we got to do was attend a BBQ hosted the local entertainer Sierra along with her partner Monty. I had the pleasure of relaxing and breaking bread with Miss Gay America, Coco Montrese as well as former Miss Gay America Rachel Eriks.  To be surrounded by so much talent and royalty was quite overwhelming.  It was another moment that I had to sit back and take in the fact that I am a part of this wonderful MGA family. 


Being asked to partake in the Miss Mid-East pageant was a blessing. I was able to perform along- side the talents of the newly crowned Miss Gay North Carolina Emory Star, as well as Miss Gay Heart of America Sasha Lee Chambers. To begin the evening my performance was one that I felt comfortable doing though I was quite nervous; “Rude Boy” by Rhianna.  The crowd responded well and it definitely set my nerves at ease.  For my 2nd number I thought I’d do something to pay homage to my southern roots and do a little country, wearing my black chaps. As I did my little two step and boot scoot and boogie the audience seemed to enjoy my hard work, even Tiffany Bonnet showed her approval by giving me a tip.  As my number came to a close I went to step back up onto the stage area and unfortunately my foot got caught on the inside of my chap causing me to stumble, so embarrassing. However, disaster was avoided in that I didn’t completely fall.  I recovered quickly and closed out the performance.  The pageant itself was a very competitive event.  I found each contestant to be extremely talented and radiantly beautiful.  Congratulations to Jessica Jade who won the title of Miss Gay Mid-East and to her 1st alternate Dior Douglas. The entire pageant was a success due in part to the vision and talent of the reigning Miss Gay Atlantic States Tatiyanna Voche.  She had a wonderful give up and I feel lucky to be able to call her a friend and sister.  Miss Gay America introduced me, Aron, and Hellin to a wonderful soul food restaurant in Charlotte.  We all went to Merts, which I must highly recommend patronizing if you visit the Gem City of Charlotte.  Aron had his first collard green and I believe it probably won’t be his last. 


With the official duties over we were able to explore the city and enjoy its fun attractions. I would be remiss if I didn’t send a special hello to the Charlotte Royals Rugby team, who we met and who taught me and my travel companions traditional rugby songs and atypical drinking games.  Thanks guys for being so nice and making sure that we had the full Charlotte experience. 

Thank you to everyone that I met on this trip, you truly made it a memorable and treasure experience.  


I also had the opportunity to visit Baltimore MD, to take part in Sun Nami’s benefit show in September.  It was jammed packed with great entertainers.  I met Miss Maryland, Onyx Revlon, who I greatly enjoyed and can’t wait to spend more time with her when nationals come into town.  Chi Chi Ray Colby, 1st Alternate to Miss Maryland was there and it was a great time talking to her as well. Josie Foster mc’d the show and she never had a problem with putting a smile on my face, her humor gets me every time.  Former Miss Gay America Sabrina White offered makeup tips for the “young uns” as she put it.  Thank you Sabrina!  Sun Nami had a wonderful benefit show and looked amazing all night long.  I feel blessed to have been asked to take part in it.  Roger Dimick knows how to treat guests; he took us on a trip around the city pointing out some historical points of interest.  We also went to the Bay and had lunch. While at the Bay Hellin Bedd couldn’t get enough of the jellyfish that were floating around in the water. (If you want a great impersonation of what Hellin sounded like as she was transfixed on the jelly fish talk to Josie Foster, it was quite funny). 


On Sunday we went to DC to watch Tatiyanna Voche and Kristina Kelly turn it out at their benefit show. They both did a fantastic job and looked beautiful.  Though Roger Demick had problems navigating DuPont Circle we did reach the venue safely and had a great time at the show.  It was also nice to see the new girls coming up in the DC area; they will have talent coming from that town for years to come. 

Thank you to everyone that made my trip to NC and MD possible.  It was great meeting everyone and I hope to maintain these new friendships that I’ve made through these experiences.  Now I buckle down and get ready to compete for the title of Miss Gay America 2011.  I hope to see you all there supporting me in my efforts starting Oct 13.  Until then I am your symbol of excellence, Miss Gay Ohio America 2010, Diamond Hunter.

“I’m just saying”

Diamond Hunter,

Miss Ohio America 2010
