November, 2010


So as Miss Gay Ohio America I came to realize that there are multiple jobs that I have in representing the title and being the Ohio symbol of excellence, the most important of which would be preparing for and competing in Miss Gay America 2011 held here in Columbus Ohio.


Leading up to the big event my life was a whirlwind. I was in constant rehearsals with just a portion of my 8 backup dancers at a time. Looking back I can see that I was a bundle of nerves due to not being able to rehearse with all of my dancers at one time, but I was assured time and again that they were professionals and would have it all together for the pageant. I was nervous about my talent rehearsals until 4 days before Miss Gay America came to town. At the last two rehearsals everyone finally came together showing me why I shouldn’t have doubted their abilities. If I wasn’t in rehearsals for my production talent then I was in fittings for the gowns that I planned to wear. Though it was a little time consuming to get my pads on and try on the Kirsace dresses time and again, I must admit that though changes were needed many times each time I stepped into one of my Kirsace gowns I felt like the prettiest girl at the ball.  A great deal of rehearsals, fittings, and a dash of self-doubt but it all came together into something I can look back on and be very proud of. 


The entire week was about meeting my sisters of America as well as representing Ohio to the best of my ability. The first category I had to tackle was Male Interview, a category that I typically enjoy. I walked into the room a little more nervous but still comfortable, remembering that all I can do is be myself. I answered the questions to the best of my ability but quickly realized my lack of experience in the America system which made me appreciate even more the knowledge I will gain in my reign as Miss Gay Ohio America. My second category was production talent. The moment to see if all the rehearsal and time spent would pay off.  My props and dancers hit the stage and I followed giving the judges all of my focus and entertainment value that I could muster. Though the spotlight blinded me from seeing the entire audience I could hear the cheers of support. After it was all done someone came up to me stating they had put on facebook that “Diamond Hunter has set the bar”, which made me happy to hear. For my final night of preliminary competition I modeled gown and performed my solo talent. My gown made me feel beautiful and I modeled it to the best of my ability and when I hit the stage for solo talent, though I was nursing a sprained ankle I jumped and acted as silly as I ever have. Once it was all over all I could do was sit back and wait for what the judges thought. 


Throughout the week others stood out to me. Of course Coti Collins came prepared and was the very essence of professionalism. Sally Sparkles lived up to her name and shined like a star on stage. Tajma Stetson bought down the house with her production talent and I personally loved every minute of it. Everyone showed up with their “A game” and I’m very proud to have been a part of this group.


A large congratulation goes out to Coti Collins for being the 39th annual Miss Gay America. She was clean and consistent all week long and truly is a symbol of excellence. Jessica Jade, 1st alternate to Miss Gay America is destined to wear the crown one day. Her beauty is only overshadowed by her outstanding talent. My ending results placed me in 20th out of 52 girls, with a small administrative point deduction that was out of my control. Knowing that on my first year of competition and my second year of drag, I was able to be in the upper half of competition with my production talent ranked 6th overall, truly encourages me. Though I wasn’t in the top 10 still made an impact and will do my best to make it back to Miss Gay America next year. 


Thank you to Believe Entertainment, the belief that you have in me is truly appreciated. To Hellin Bedd, thank you for being my America mentor, I’ll see you there next year. To the Columbus Stompers, your talent and dedication astounds me. To Kirsace, we traveled this journey together and I hope you continue to be by my side. To Tim, you dealt with my minor breakdowns and diva moments and still held my hand. To Amber, your ability with makeup and brushes are unmatched, thank you for your help. Tony without you I wouldn’t be here, you inspire me as a professional and as a friend, I love you. Vickie, you were able to help me relax and truly enjoy the pageant and not just compete in it, I hope our friendship continues to flourish. Patrick, your support and behind the scenes work truly astounds me. You step up and help me even when I don’t even know I need it. Thank you for your belief in me and for the beautiful gown, I can’t wait to wear it. My final thanks is for my Miss Gay Ohio family. I hope that I made you all proud during the Miss Gay America pageant. Each of you touched me in helping me or offering a kind and encouraging word, and for that I will be eternally grateful.


My final message is to those individuals that may have an interest in being apart of the America system. Let me encourage you to get to know the system and buy a prelim to become a promoter or enter a prelim to possibly become the next Miss Gay America. It will push you to better your artistry and though you may not win the title the payout you receive in the form of bookings, friends, and experiences is truly worth it. I now get ready to take on the 2nd half of my duties as Miss Gay Ohio America and prepare for the upcoming preliminaries. I look forward to meeting the next Ohio symbol of excellence on my journeys throughout the state and until then, I am your symbol of excellence Miss Gay Ohio America 2010, Diamond Hunter.
“I’m just saying”

Diamond Hunter,

Miss Ohio America 2010
