May 2011

It has been a very busy time lately, pageants are happening everywhere in Ohio. The Ohio America pageantry system is one of many of them.  There has been many contestants to qualify for the state pageant and we still have three more prelims to add to the ranks.


Before recapping the last three prelims that have taken place, I would like to take time to spotlight someone that I have found to be an integral part of the Ohio America family. You probably know him as the husband of my sister, Paige Passion, or “that guy at almost every pageant running around doing something”. He is the Chief Operating Officer of the Ohio America system and has quickly become my right-hand man. 


I’ve known him for a couple of years now, and have always found him to be a joy to be around; working with him this year has opened my eyes to other qualities, other than his humor, that I would’ve otherwise never seen. Coming into the role as Miss Gay Ohio America was a little intimidating for me, as I had never competed in a pageant nor administrated a pageant before.  These past months he has helped guide and encourage me, even when I doubted myself.  He has helped me grow into my role and for that, I will forever be thankful! In many cases, it is the person in the forefront that gets the applause and attention, however, I wanted to take a moment to praise and applaud one of the hardest working people in the Ohio America system, Brian Menegay.  I tip my hat to him for his professionalism, dedication, cooperative spirit, and encouraging words…thank you sir!!!


Miss Cincinnati America took place in Monroe, Ohio at Old Street Saloon.  It was my first time going there and it was a great time.  Two competitors came out to capture the title, both brought great packages.  Miss Patterson Michaels came back after competing at Miss Gem City and showed that, in just two months, she had grown.  She will definitely be making her mark at state.  Mahoganay Halsten Soule, who was crowned Miss Cincinnati America brought a package full of entertainment, beauty, and dance.  It was my first time meeting her and by the end of the night she left me amazed.  Holly Berry had a wonderful step-down and looked “Pretty in Pink”; I can’t wait to see what her next step will be. 


It was a quick trip from Monroe back to Columbus the next day for Miss Capital City America, held at WallStreet Nightclub.  Four competitors arrived to vie for the title.  Amongst this group were three individuals that were competing for the first time.  The most experienced in this group, Miss Doray Lorez wowed the audience with her talent and successfully qualified for the state pageant by achieving first alternate.  Miss Deva Station was able to do something that even surprised me. Having never done drag before came to the pageant, danced her way to the crown, and made an amazing accomplishment.  Alli Katt has a wonderfully themed step-down as “Burlesque” and she entertained the audience all night long.  A special thanks to her for choosing that theme which allowed me to “strip” for the audience. I had a blast and Alli had a great step-down.



Miss Gay City Lights was held at Southbend Tavern. The two competitors had competed at Miss Capital City and just came short of qualifying for state.  Miss Jessica Brooks obviously had grown from the prior experience and it showed through her performance choices.  I truly can’t wait to see what she brings to the state competition.  I’m sure it will be unique and simply fabulous.  Miss Rushena  Falon won the title of Miss Gay City Lights.  Her interpretation of the artist Pink along with her choreography, pushed her over the top to success.  Miss Veronica Deveraux had a wonderful step-down and shined throughout the “Hollywood Night”.  A quick congratulations goes out to Connie Hukill, who put on a fabulous pageant and did so on her own, for the first time, quite impressive! 


The slots are filling fast with few remaining prelims at which to qualify.  I whole-heartedly send an invite to all those who may be interested in becoming a part of the Ohio America family to come out and compete, you won’t be disappointed!!  To those who have gotten their ticket to go down the yellow brick road to see “The Wiz”, I congratulate you, and therefore look forward to seeing you in July!  Until next time I am your symbol of excellence, Miss Gay Ohio America 2010, Diamond Hunter.

“I’m just saying”

